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This Monthôs Highlights : 

§ Donôt forget your sled for Winter Camp (sign up by 1/5/2008) 

§ If you have your own skates, bring them to Ice Skating and/or        

Fun-n-Stuff 

§ Sign up for Kalahari (day pass) by 2/2/2008 

§ If you have a story or picture about your tribe that you would like to 

share, please e-mail me at bhanlon@aol.com 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS & DEADLINES  

December 

 2008 

WESTERN RESERVE 

Y-INDIAN PRINCESSES 
Cuyahoga Valley LONGHOUSE 

On the Web:  http://www.wripymca.org 

 T
h

e
 L

o
n

g
ta

lk
  

Date Event 

12/13/2008 Ice Skating  

12/20/2008 Polar Express 

1/5/2008  Long House Meeting 

1/23-1/24/2008 Winter Camp 

1/25/2008 Fun-n-Stuff 

2/2/2008  Long House Meeting 

2/20-2/21/2008 Kalahari Water Park 

Y- Indian  

Princess  

Emblem 

The national emblem uses red, gold, and blue to represent the warm, friendly, loyal parent-

child relationship of the "Y -Indian Princess" program.  The crossed arrows of friendship and 

the two red hearts of love and understanding are symbols emphasizing the "Friends Always" 

slogan along the border.  The central figures, hand in hand, depict meaningfully the focus of 

the program - to foster the companionship of fathers and daughters.  The YMCA emblem 

identifies basic orientation and membership in the YMCA. 
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Tipi,  
Tepee,  
Teepee 
 
No matter how you spell it, 

the tipi remains a wonderful 

invention. 

 

A tipi (tepee, teepee) is a 

Plains Indian home. It is made 

of buffalo hide fastened 

around long wooden poles, 

designed in a cone shape.  

The poles were about 15 feet long. Good poles were hard to find. They took a lot of work to 

make. Some Plains people traded for poles. A typical trade would be one horse for five poles. 
 

A tipi used a hide flap as a doorway. Weather permitting, the entrance faced east, towards 

the rising sun. If the weather was miserable or a storm was brewing, the people positioned 

the flap opening in whatever way would best serve the comfort of the occupants. 
 

 Sometimes, the people arranged their tipis in a circle, with all the opening flaps facing    the 

center open space created by the circle of tipis. If the entrance flap was open, it was an      

invitation to enter. If the flap was closed, you needed to announce yourself and wait  for an 

invitation to enter a tipi, even if you lived there. 
 

Tipis were comfortable homes. They were warm in the winter and cool in the summer. 

Some were quite large. They could hold 30 or 40 people comfortably. 

 

In a teepee you could:  
§ Lie by an open fire and listen to rain without getting wet.  
§ Roast food over glowing embers while it was windy outside and not get 

smoke in your eyes 
§ Raise the wall of your shelter on a hot summer day on the shady side 
§ Sit out a winter storm secure and warm  

§ Gaze up at the stars as you fell asleep  
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How the Fly Saved the River 

 
Many, many years ago when the world was new, there was a beautiful river. Fish in great numbers lived in this 

river, and its water was so pure and sweet that all the animals came there to drink.  

 
A giant moose heard about the river and he too came there to drink. But he was so big, and he drank so much, that soon the 

water began to sink lower and lower.  

 

The beavers were worried. The water around their lodges was disappearing. Soon their homes would be destroyed.  

 

The muskrats were worried, too. What would they do if the water vanished? How could they live?  

The fish were very worried. The other animals could live on land if the water dried up, but they couldn't.  

All the animals tried to think of a way to drive the moose from the river, but he was so big that they were too afraid to 

try. Even the bear was afraid of him.  

At last the fly said he would try to drive the moose away. All the animals laughed and jeered. How could a tiny fly 

frighten a giant moose? The fly said nothing, but that day, as soon as the moose appeared, he went into action. 

 

He landed on the moose's foreleg and bit sharply. The moose stamped his foot harder, and each time he stamped, the ground 

sank and the water rushed in to fill it up. Then the fly jumped about all over the moose, biting and biting and biting until the 

moose was in a frenzy. He dashed madly about the banks of the river, shaking his head, stamping his feet, snorting and blow-

ing, but he couldn't get rid of that pesky fly. At last the moose fled from the river, and didn't come back.  

 

The fly was very proud of his achievement, and boasted to the other animals, "Even the small can fight the strong if 

they use their brains to think." 
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Winter Camp  
Camp begins 

Friday January 

23rd and ends 

on Saturday 

January 24th 

Winter Camp can be a 

lot of fun.  

Donôt forget your sled 

and marshmallows! 

 

Pizza will be served     

Friday evening in the 

Lodge 

See attached Registration Form for more details 


